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Dear 

RE: Special Guardianship Order Support Policy 2024

Herefordshire Council has recently reviewed and updated the Special Guardianship Support Policy.  The 2024 refreshed policy will now replace the 2019 policy and is proposed as a ‘no detriment’ policy. 

What Does a No Detriment Policy Mean?

A no detriment policy will mean that any Council approved Foster Carer/ Kinship Carer seeking a Special Guardianship Order for a child/children in their care will continue to receive allowances, excluding any additional allowances (Birthday, clothing and celebration etc).  Herefordshire Council has taken into consideration the Local Government Ombudsman decision made against Devon Council and Miss B (Special Guardian) whereby child related state benefits were being deducted.  Hereford Council will no longer be deducting child related state benefits as part of the financial assessment.

What This Means for Current Council Approved Foster Carers/ Kinship Carers

When undertaking the required financial assessment as part of the SGO support plan the council assesses on a case by case basis. If a foster carer is in receipt of Universal Credits Herefordshire Council will not deduct child related state benefits from the agreed allowance being received.  For all other foster carers, Herefordshire Council will deduct the equivalent of child benefit, which the carer will need to claim.  The allowance plus the claimed child benefit will then equate to the sum total of the allowance and should incur no detriment to the carer.

Conditions of Financial Support for Council Approved Foster Carers/ Kinship Carers

[bookmark: _GoBack]As per statutory guidance, financial support does not normally include remuneration to Special Guardians or prospective Special Guardians for care of the child.  However, where the Special Guardian/ prospective Special Guardian previously fostered the child and they received an allowance as the child’s foster carer, the Local Authority can continue to pay the allowance for two years from the date of the Special Guardianship Order. After 2 years the payments being made would usually be subject to an annual means test/ financial review.  The payments being made to Special Guardians can continue for longer than 2 years in exceptional circumstances if the Council considers this appropriate and this is agreed by the Designated Officer.

The Directorate Leadership for Hereford Children’s Social Care has agreed that carers’ allowances will not be affected by the annual financial review unless there is a significant change to their finances. The Directorate Leadership have determined that the exceptional circumstances in this instance are that approved carers should suffer no financial detriment.  Although the Council will undertake an annual financial review of the financial support being provided.  Allowances will remain unchanged unless the Special Guardian’s circumstances have changed significantly.  Special Guardians will need to inform the Council of any significant financial change so that a financial review can be undertaken to determine if any change is warranted. 

The agreed Special Guardianship allowance will continue to be paid, unless as stated there is a significant change to the Special Guardian’s financial circumstances.

We hope you find this information useful.  Should you have any further queries please contact the Special Guardian and Kinship Team.

Yours sincerely,
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