Do you know about Criminal Injuries Compensation claims are and did you know some of the children and young people we work with may be eligible for it?

What is Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme?
It’s a government funded scheme to compensate victims of violent crime and is administrated by the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority (CICA)
Children and Young People who we work with may be eligible to make a claim and its important that we are all aware of the criteria. 
 






What is the criteria? 
· A child/young person may be eligible if they:
· Were a direct victim of a crime or violence;
· Were not to blame for the incident;
· Sustained an injury while taking an exceptional and justified risk, while trying to remedy or prevent a crime;
· Sustained a mental injury as a result of witnessing or being involved in the immediate aftermath of an incident in which a loved one is injured; or
· Are a qualifying relative of a victim who has died from injuries caused by a crime of violence. 
A ‘crime of violence’ may include:
· A physical attack;
· Any other act or omission of a violent nature which causes physical injury to a person;
· A threat against a person, causing fear of immediate violence in circumstances which would cause a person of reasonable firmness to be put in such fear;
· A sexual assault to which a person did not in fact consent; or 
· Arson or fire setting
















Is there a timescale for applications? 
Yes, applications should be made as soon as possible but must be made within 2 years of the event giving rise to the claim. There are some allowances in timescales where the applicant is under 18. More information about this can be found within our procedures. 







What do I do if I think a child or young person may be able to make a claim? 
Take a look at our NCT procedures and have a conversation with your manager. 
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