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Northamptonshire Children’s Trust

Brothers and Sisters ‘Together or Apart’ Assessment


REMINDER: When Using this template you will need to delete the blue prompts after you have typed the assessment as well as this statement in red.

Photograph of the Children

The children who are subject to the recommendation (the core children)	
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	Child's current placement status
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Family Composition

Kin Children – brothers and sisters living elsewhere, i.e. full or half brothers and sisters, maternal or paternal, adopted previously, in foster carer or with other family members.    	

	
Names

	
Gender
	
Date of Birth
	
Child's current placement status 
	
Child's current legal status

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




Parents and significant persons
	
Name

	
Relationship
	
Parental responsibility 
	
Date of Birth
	
Ethnicity
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1. Introduction and Personal Details.

	Local Authority and Social Worker details

	Court case number
	

	Filed by [local authority]
	

	This author/witness’s name, qualifications and office address
	

	This author/witness’s Social Work England registration number
	

	Length of involvement with the family
	


The facts in this statement are true to the best of my knowledge and belief and the opinions set out are my own.
	



Signed:

	








2. Purpose of assessment 

2.1 To decide:
· Whether it is in the best interests of each child to be placed together or separately.
· The impact on each child of that decision to inform care planning.
· Future brother and sister contact.

An assessment plan was formulated and is attached as appendix 1

3. Approach to Analysis
3.1 The brother and sister assessment will inform the decision as to whether these brothers and sisters will be placed together or in separate permanent placements. 

3.2 Research tells us that “sibling relationships are amongst the most significant and potentially important bonds that individuals have in the course of their lifetime”, (Meakings et al, 2017, p1782). This is supported by Beckett who states “brothers and sisters who share a childhood and grow up together have potentially the longest lasting, and one of the closest, relationships of their lives with each other,” (2018, p.1).

3.3 The current legislative and regulatory framework through which children and young people become looked after (the Children Act 1989, the Adoption and Children Act 2002, Adoption Regulations 2013 etc.) underpins this view requiring the Local Authority to place brothers and sisters together if it is in their best interest and in so far as is reasonably practicable.

3.4 Thus the starting point for any assessment of brothers and sisters for permanent placement should be the presumption that brothers and sisters should grow up together and every effort should be made to enable this to happen. 

3.5 This guiding principle is explored fully in Lord and Borthwick (2008) who put forward factors that should be considered when assessing brothers’ and sisters’ relationships in terms of attachment. In certain circumstances there may be a need to place brothers and sisters separately if there are great and conflicting needs and work cannot be done to change things within a child's timescales. 

3.6 It is recognised that availability of placements will have an impact upon placing large brother and sister groups.  It is important to consider the bond and the child’s presenting needs rather than make assumptions based on age. It is vital to observe brothers and sisters and for large brother and sister groups to observe different pairings or combinations.

3.7 Lord and Borthwick (2008) suggest that four factors are highlighted when assessing brother and sister relationships. These are:-

a) The degree of warmth.
b) The degree of conflict.
c) The degree of rivalry,
d) The degree to which of the brothers and sisters nurture or dominate the other.

3.8 In addition Lord and Borthwick (2008) suggest factors that may indicate brothers and sisters should be placed separately:

a) Intense rivalry and jealousy including an inability to tolerate their brother(s) and sister(s) getting attention.

b) Exploitation, seeing themselves as inherently superior to their brother(s) and/or sister(s).

c) Chronic scapegoating, including maintaining unhelpful alliances and family of origin conflicts.

d) Maintaining unhelpful hierarchical positions.

e) Highly sexualised behaviour.

f) Brothers and sisters acting as triggers to each other’s traumatic material and potential re-traumatising each other. 

3.9	The brother and sister aspect, including the dynamics of the group, is only one component of the child's assessed needs. Whilst this has been considered, the attachment each child has to a primary care giver and the context in which they grew up needs to be part of the overall decision as to whether brothers and sisters should be placed together or apart. 
3.9	To inform views on these factors brother and sister assessment checklists have been designed and used to consider significant behaviours of the children to one another. 
These are:
· Sharing in boisterous play, 
· Resolving conflict through age appropriate reasoning 
· Reciprocal attempts to alleviate distress
· the children's wishes and feelings about being placed together or separately and who they would like to live with
3.10	Where there are problems in relationships the analysis will consider what negative influences on relationships exist and whether there are any exceptional circumstances which would indicate separate placements
3.11 	Before any separation decision is made consideration will be given to what reasonable and time limited work could be done to improve relationships to make a placement together possible.
3.12	The above approach will enable recommendations to be made about the long term placement options. 


4. Brief Case Synopsis  

4.1		The background to the proceedings/intervention is set out in the social work evidence statement, chronology and genogram.  I refer the reader to those documents.  
4.2		The children are currently placed with ……. and are having contact with …… They were removed on …… following …… they are placed together/they are not placed together and the reason for this is …….

5. Methods and Sources of Information

In order to produce a valid and objective assessment, this assessment is based upon opinions and observations of all professionals involved in the children's lives which include social workers xxxx, foster carers, the contact workers who supervise family contact, xxxx, children's mother xxxx, school, health and other relevant wider family

As recommended in the coramBAAF good practice guidance 'Together or Apart' by Lord and Borthwick (2008), observations of the children have been completed in different settings including the current placement and during family time.  Other assessment methods include brother and sister relationship checklists to assess the interactions of the brother and sister relationships and how this affects them as individuals. The assessment has also applied direct work methods to capture the brother and sisters’ views of their relationship 

	
Date

	
Which child was seen
	
Activity / Observation 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



6. Placements
· Brief overview to include:
· Placements with family, friends and foster care
· Reasons for placement moves 
· Current placement


7. Current Contact Arrangements
· Brother and sisters, Parents, Significant Family Members


8. Description and Needs of Each Child 
Description of the child and factors which influence how they relate to each other, age, gender, cultural and family expectations, emotional age, shared history, role in brother and sister group, current emotional developmental and behavioural position and needs arising from this which is to  include any disability or medical conditions and educational needs.  Comment on innate temperament and resilience. Details of any abuse, trauma, neglect or disrupted attachment experience. Do not name an attachment style unless you have a recognised accredited qualification to assess attachment. Instead describe and evidence the attachment style through giving examples of behaviours and substitute the word attachment for ‘relationship.’
Summary of brother/sister 1 needs (name)

Summary of brother/sister 2 needs (name)

Summary of brother/sister 3 needs (name)

9. Assessment and observations of brothers and sisters in different settings 
State under each section below dates, venues, name & role of observer, who else was present. 

9.1 	Assessment and observations of brother or sister one (name) in different settings:
a) Placement observations 

b) Contact sessions with mother/father 

c) School observations

d) Health professionals observations 

9.2 Assessment and observations of brother or sister two (name) in different settings:

a) Placement Observations 

b) Contact sessions with mother/father

c) School observations 

d) Health professionals observations 

9.3	Assessment and observations of brother or sister three (name) in different settings:
a) Placement Observations 

b) Contact sessions with mother/father

c) School observations 

d) Health professionals observations

10. Observations of Brother and Sister Contact








11. Assessment of the children's relationship with each other 
Consideration below to include warmth, conflict, rivalry, nurture, dominating. 
Factors in the birth family can also affect the relationship i.e. parental favouritism, neglect, abuse etc. Also, the more extreme factors listed in section 3, intense rivalry and jealousy, exploitative or sexualised behaviour, chronic scapegoating of one child, acting as triggers for each other's trauma, unable to let go of parenting role.


11.1	Brother/Sister one's relationship with each brother or sister and any changes

11.2	Brother/Sister two's relationship with each brother or sister and any changes

11.3	Brother/Sister three's relationship with each brother or sister and any changes 

12. Analysis of how the group functions as a whole 
Consider the parenting intensity and compatibility – refer to the brother and sister assessment toolkit for further guidance. Include child’s capacity to develop a healthy bond with current carer, details of any challenges / difficulties.

13. Details of any support work or therapeutic work 
· What has been done or could be done to facilitate a placement together
· Or reasons why this work was not possible or appropriate


14. Views of the children:
Direct Work to explore experiences, views, wishes and feelings – refer to the brother and sister assessment toolkit for further guidance.


15. Views of foster carers / professionals:
Refer to brother and sister assessment toolkit for further guidance.



16. Views of parents:
· Needs
· Relationships 
· Placement Options 

17. Overall Analysis
· What Guidance/Research have you considered? 
· Identify the themes that emerge from the use of the checklists and all the other information gathered during the assessment process.
· Evidence based.
· Warmth – attachment – nurture – resilience – innate temperament – stay together 
· Some difficulties but direct work can be done to overcome these – setting out the work programme to enable the brothers and sisters to stay together
· Too many negative influences – existence of exceptional circumstances indicating the need for separate placement 
· Impact on each child and care planning requirements flowing from this, i.e. the  extent of harm either child might or would suffer on separation, whether this would be short term or long term, what the consequences of this harm might be for each child, all of which is separate to any contact arrangements.
· If separated what are the contact arrangements?

18. Exploration of Possible Placement Options 
	Placement Option
	Benefits
	Disadvantages

	
	
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	


	
Conclusion and Recommendations 
- 	Who should be with whom where the brothers and sisters are split – consider level of need – relationships – wishes - closeness in age  -  placing children close in age alternately to reduce rivalry.
- 		Where the recommendation is separation what will be the future contact arrangements be?
- 	What are the information arrangements for carers where children are to be separated.
- 	Does Life Story work need to be completed to understand their history, journey and the decisions made?
- 	Does work need to be undertaken to enhance the brother and sister relationships?
- 	What is the length of time in searching for a placement together? Has the matching meeting been held if to remain in the same placement together?
- 	If the decision is to separate then need to explore when this will occur?
- 	Can children be reunified and if yes how? Is this appropriate? 
· Be clear about decisions around separation or keeping brothers and sisters together.

I declare to the best of my knowledge and belief the contents of this my statement are true and I understand that it may be placed before the Court.

Signed: 

Dated: 

References 
Any research used within the assessment to be listed



Appendix
To avoid a lengthy assessment you may wish to put in the Appendix
· Observations 
· Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaires 
· Brother and Sister Relationship Questions 
· Questionnaires from Professionals
· Any Wishes and Feelings Work
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