CASE NO: 
IN THE NORTHAMPTON FAMILY COURT
IN THE MATTER OF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989
IN THE MATTER OF [NAME]
BETWEEN: 
	
	[NAME]
	Applicant

	
	
	

	
	AND
[NAME]

	First Respondent

	
	
	

	
	SECTION 37 REPORT PREPARED ON BEHALF OF NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CHILDRENS TRUST
	


This report has been prepared for the court and should be treated as confidential.  It must not be shown nor its contents revealed to anyone other than a party or a legal adviser to such a party.  Such legal adviser may make use of the report in connection with an application for Public Funding.

	Date of application
	

	Court
	

	Court case number
	

	Application type: what is the application for – CAO to live with? Spend time with? Does it involve a change of residence
	

	Hearing type: generally will be listed for DRA – check
	

	Hearing date: 


	

	Social Worker
	

	Date report completed
	

	Filing date


	


This report is prepared pursuant to an Order of the Court dated [INSERT] where the Local Authority was directed to prepare a Section 37 report in respect of [NAME].
WARNING: This report is restricted by rules of court. Unauthorised communication of the information in it is a serious matter and may constitute contempt of court NOTE: Significant factual errors (not matters disputed by the parties) in this report should be referred to the author. Any concerns about other aspects of the report (for example, the extent of enquiries, the opinions expressed in it or matters disputed by the parties) must be addressed in court
	1. Family Profile                    


1.1 Child(ren) subject to the application 
	Name of child
	Gender
	Date of birth
	Age
	Ethnicity

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


1.2 Non-subject/ connected children

	Name of child
	Gender
	Date of birth
	Age
	Ethnicity

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


1.3 Adult parties to the proceedings
	Name of party
	Gender
	Relationship to the child(ren)
	Date of birth
	Ethnicity

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


NB. Insert genogram 
1.3. Key Agency Involvement

	Key Agencies Involved
	(Give Brief details of their involvement plus any outcomes)

	
	

	
	

	
	


	2. KEY CONCERNS AS IDENTIFIED BY THE COURT


[INSERT – THESE WILL BE LISTED ON THE COURT NOTICE)
Using numbered paragraphs - What is the court asking you to report on – bullet point the issues of concern

Also consider any reports already completed and in the event of a section 7 report from Cafcass what the issues are of concern that have led to a recommendation for a s37 report
	3. ENQUIRIES UNDERTAKEN FOR THIS REPORT


For the purpose of preparing this report I have made the following enquiries:

Guidance – including seeing – child, parents, professionals, with dates, also telephone contacts, any non-engagement
I have had access to the following documents in preparing the report:- 
	Date
	Author
	Nature of report and recommendations

	
	
	

	
	
	


	4. ANALYSIS OF THE CONCERNS IDENTIFIED BY THE COURT


This is the main body of the report and is in response to the questions asked

What is the outcome of your enquiries, include responses of each parent/ party

Consider sub headings to ensure the report is clear

What is the impact on the child – if we take further action and if we do not, do we need to consider a change of circumstances, what are the risks in the current living environment and will these be alleviated by further intervention

What concern does this raise from a safeguarding perspective

	5. WELFARE CHECKLIST


This is not a welfare analysis in the same way a s7 is however we should indicate that we have given consideration to the welfare checklist 
We also need to ensure that we have considered fully any magnetic factors and the impact of these on our recommendations (BS analysis effectively – positives and negatives of all realistic options available to the Court)– so maybe start with –
I have had regard to the welfare checklist throughout this report and the welfare of the child/ children has been my paramount consideration
	6. RECOMMENDATION AND REASONED ASSESSMENT


Consideration of whether the Local Authority should apply for a care order or for a supervision order with respect to the child;

This section to start with our decision/ recommendations – The Local Authority is of the view that a public law order is not required at this time because ….
Where the local authority decides not to apply for a care order or supervision order with respect to the child concerned
(a) the reasons for so deciding;
why we have made the decision

(b) any service or assistance which the Local Authority has provided, or intends to provide, for the child and family; 
the basis on which work will continue with the family – CIN, CP, PLO

give names of who will be responsible and timescales
also set out the plan of work we are proposing
It is unlikely that we would be saying that there is no further role for us in circumstances where the court consider the concerns are sufficient to warrant consideration of public law orders – if we are there needs to be careful analysis of this
(c) any other action the Local Authority have taken, or propose to take, with respect to the child.
What else are we proposing – additional support from other professionals/ agencies

(d) consideration of whether it would be appropriate to review the case at a later date and if so, when 
are we saying that, as a result of the support we propose final orders can be made (we should if possible)

what action will we take if concerns escalate – how will we review this

How can we re-assure the court that they do not need continued oversight if that is our position?

I write this report believing the contents to be true and knowing that it may be placed before the Court.
Signed: [INSERT NAME]
Social Worker
Dated:    
This report has been overseen by:
[INSERT DETAILS]
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