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CHILD CHRONOLOGY
Delete this guidance when you have finished:
Your chronology needs to tell the story for this child of things that matter to their life. It needs to be really clear exactly what happened and how we know. Be clear who said what and to whom.
Include
A history of each parent (depending on the length of your assessment, this could be short or fairly long and include similar things to the details you’d take about the child but needs to include their basic life events, significant traumas, struggles and successes); when each child was born; changes in where the child lived/who they lived with; child contact changes; all schools attended/periods of non-attendance/exclusion; significant births/deaths; significant health or mental health problems; referrals, assessments and outcomes; dates of ICPC and RCPC; case opening or closing; significant decisions and court hearings (with outcomes); details of interventions and parents or the child working with services/not; changes of legal status; FGCs; significant things said; incidents of abuse; missing episodes; offending or police involvement; or anything else significant to the child. Include information from other Local Authorities. 

Include things their caregivers experienced that were significant too, e.g. significant partners; significant health or mental health problems; addiction struggles; financial problems (including bankruptcies, debt, and job loss); criminal convictions/penalties/imprisonment; domestic violence incidents; and anything else you or they would class as significant in their life. 

You should summarise and group together where possible, particularly for things that happened more than a year ago – keep the chronology brief and concise. The entry: “Date: March to May 2026. Event: BCT records show Stacey missed 9 from 11 of the appointments with the social worker and all of her appointments with the health visitor. Significance: A pattern of Stacey missing appointments emerged and no change for Bobby came about”, is better than detailing every missed appointment. An entry that reads “December 2014 – July 2016: There have been 15 reported incidences to the police of domestic abuse between Stacey and Dean. These have increased in frequency” is more powerful than listing each incident.
Check Eclipse, Care First for the oldest siblings and all parents. You may need to recall files from archive and check eRecords (see CareFirst to check if there is an archive file and to check eRecords
Do not include

Dates of all SW visits unless specific issues raised/important things made (you can do one entry to summarise what was found on visits over a period.), long descriptions, long recounts of conversations, copies of case recordings, details of day-to-day telephone contacts with parents/carers etc.
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