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      ENFIELD CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES

Practice guidance Note

	Title:
	Practice guidance for placing a child subject to an Interim or Full Care Order with parents


	Who is it for? 

Children and Family Services Teams, for all social workers and managers where they may be placing a child subject to an Interim or Full Care Order with parents. This guidance should be used for patterns of overnight stays. 

	When is it in effect from? 

Immediate

	What is it in response to? 

The care and Placement Regulations 

	What is its purpose?
a) To ensure that there is a detailed and informed assessment of the home environment and that there is suitable consultation with the network before a placement is made. 


	What does it amend/or replace? 

Not applicable

	Practice Guidance Note 

The decision to progress a plan of placement with parents must in normal circumstances be discussed at the LAC Review and the IRO’s views must be included in the report. 

It is a requirement under the placement regulations that a child who is subject to a care order under s31 of the children Act, where there is a proposal for them to stay with parents, that an assessment is undertaken. This is the case whether the arrangements are part of contact arrangements or to if it is to test out a reunification plan. A summary of the information gathered in the assessment and the recommendation of the assessor must be completed and sent the Nominated Officer (The Executive Director of People Department) or someone acting on their behalf. 
In the case of planned placements, the assessment should include a home visit to the proposed placement address, consultation with the child, everyone with parental responsibility as well as other family members significant to the child as well as the current foster carers or residential unit. Checks will be needed with health and education both in Enfield and the LA of the area where the child/ren will be residing. 

Checks with Police, Probation, Youth Justice, and any other service which may be working with or have knowledge of the family. Formal written feedback should be sought from the agencies and uploaded to the child’s file. 

The assessment must consider the parents capacity to care for the child and to promote the child’s health and well being in addition to ensuring the parents are able to appropriately safeguard the child.

Full details of the requirements of the assessment are in the online procedure manual. 

https://enfield.proceduresonline.com/index.html
Once completed a Placement at Home report should be completed summarising the findings of the assessment and should include the assessor’s recommendation and the views of the IRO. 

The Placement with Parents can only be made after the approval of the Nominated Officer.   

If approval is given for the Placement with Parents and is part of a longer-term change then the Placement Plan needs to be reviewed. A LAC review should be held, and consideration should be given as to the appropriateness of applying to revoke the Care Order.
An immediate placement can only be approved without the necessary consultations and the full assessment provided that:
There are exceptional circumstances which justify an immediate placement consistent with the child’s welfare. 
The proposed carer agreed to the placement and has provided information for the initial assessment to enable records to be checked to assess any potential risk to the child/ren. 

A home visit has been undertaken and home conditions are suitable for the child. 

Information has been provided about family members and there are plans for the Social Worker to meet with them. 
The full assessment and the review of the proposal are completed within 10 working days of the placement. 

A decision on the placement is made and approved within 10 working days of the assessment being completed. 

If the decision is not to confirm the placement the placement must be terminated. 
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	Karen Alderton (Head of Looked After Children and Care Leavers)
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