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7.2 Table of realistic placement options (Please specify whether these are interim or final care proposals)

Add additional tables for each child in a sibling group. Only list realistic options, whatever the number ie, 1, 2, 3, etc. Whilst the LAC care plan can be filed separately, the intention is for this template to be a single integrated document.

A separate table of realistic placement options has been added to the statement for each sibling. 
The Social Worker has clearly detailed how the Local Authority proposes the child(ren) can each be given the security, stability and care they require for the rest of their childhoods.
Only realistic placement options are listed. Parents should not be included as a realistic placement option(s) if they are not a realistic option, as this will have been covered already in section 5.1 (Analysis of each parent’s capability to meet each child’s needs) and then in the concluding analysis about the preferred option in 7.3.
‘In favour’ and ‘against’ factors detailed within each table are clear, and all factors ‘in favour’ and ‘against’ are detailed in full to justify the proposed plan competently. 
This should not be cut and pasted between the children but clearly detailed to the children as individuals.

Realistic options

1. To be defined as realistic, the proposed placement at the heart of the court care plan must be assessed as sufficiently resilient and sustainable to justify the label of ‘permanent’.  A robust filtering process is required to ensure each option assessed as realistic meets that standard.
1. In care proceedings, no arbitrary numerical limit can be placed on the number of realistic options available for the child, but one option must always be preferred. A clear reason or reasons must always be given for this preferred status in the body of this document.
1. Preferred status means that on the assessments and evidence available, the preferred placement should offer the child the prospect of recovering from any trauma she or he has experienced: personal growth and development within a family where the child is guaranteed unconditional love: strong educational prospects: good health outcomes, and – as far as can be predicted – one or more positive lifelong attachment/s which promote the child’s unique identity.
1. Determining the rank order between realistic options is a matter of professional judgment about the relative importance to the child of various attributes of the carers and/or the relationship between the carers and the child, or the carers, child and birth parent/s.
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	Third realistic option: [please describe option]
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