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	In the family court sitting at Gloucester

	In the matter of the Children Act 1989


Local authority 
Social Work Statement
(Discharge Care Order)
REMOVE ALL GUIDANCE (IN RED) FOLLOWING COMPLETION
· The child/ren use one template per family

	Names
	Gender
	Date of birth
	Child’s current placement status
	Child’s current legal status

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



	Local Authority and Social Worker details

	Court case number
	

	Filed by 
	

	Social work statement number in the proceedings e.g. 1st, 2nd (N.B. Do not use this template for initial statements)
	

	This author/witness’s name, qualifications and office address
	

	This author/witness’s Social Work England registration number
	

	I have been the allocated social worker for [insert name(s)] since [date(s)]
	



The facts in this application are true to the best of my knowledge and belief and the opinions set out are my own.
	



Signed:

	



Date of completion:
       
Please ensure that you update the page numbers on the table by clicking on the table followed by the “update” tab, selecting “update page numbers only” once the statement is completed.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc63183932]Child/ren’s details 

Include any updates arising since the last statement or court hearing, the former details of proceedings do not need repeating. 

	



2.  Reasons for the application 

	



3. Summary of the concerns which led to the care proceedings

	 



4. Any outstanding concerns 

	




5. Number of times the child has been seen by social services in the 24 months prior to issue

	 



6. Current arrangements for the child’s care and education

	



7. Any change in the child’s circumstances since the conclusion of the care proceedings

	 




[bookmark: _Toc65770499][bookmark: _Toc65770500] 
8. If any specific work/treatment/services were identified within the Local Authority final care plan/Placement Agreement (e.g. life story work, engagement by a carer with a particular agency), the extent to which those matters have been completed

	





9. Up to date information from the child’s school where applicable (attendance, lateness, presentation, academic progress)

	[bookmark: _Hlk185505893]




10. In the case of a child under school age, up to date information from the health visitor

	[bookmark: _Hlk185505472]





11. Up to date information from other relevant services involved with the family (e.g. education welfare, CAMHS, YOT, drug service, mental health, learning disabilities)

	




12.  If the statement relies upon a Child and Family Assessment that was completed over 3 months ago, the statement must provide up to date details
	




13.  The views of the parents, proposed Special Guardians, significant others and Independent Reviewing Officer
	




14. Confirmation that the proposed Special Guardians have been offered free legal advice, whether this was taken and any relevant information received from them or their solicitors (including any outstanding or unagreed issues in relation to the support plan)
	




15. A consideration of the welfare checklist factors
	




16. Details of arrangements for continuing post discharge support if relevant and, whether the Local Authority is seeking for a supervision order or Child Arrangements Order (spend time with) to be made alongside the Special Guardianship Order and, if so, the welfare reasons for this
	




17. If any child is an eligible child who is over 16 years of age, to exhibit, if available, a copy of the assessment of needs of the child and pathway plan prepared in accordance with regulations 42 and 43 of the Care Planning and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010. If those documents are not available, to provide timescales regarding their availability

	




[All guidance text to be deleted before submitting to court.
Please update the table of contents.]

18. [bookmark: _Toc63183941]The welfare checklist in full for reference
The full Children Act checklist, to be used in care and supervision proceedings is found at section 1(3) (a) – (g) and requires the court to have regard to the following matters:
	a)
	The ascertainable wishes and feelings of the child/children concerned (considered in the light of his/her/their age and understanding);

	b)
	Their physical, emotional and educational needs;

	c)
	The likely effect on them of any change in his/her/their circumstances;

	d)
	Their age, sex, background and any characteristics of his/hers/theirs which the court considers relevant;

	e)
	Any harm which they have suffered or are at risk of suffering;

	f)
	How capable each of his/her/their parents, and any other person in relation to whom the court considers the question to be relevant, is of meeting his/her/their needs;

	g)
	The range of powers available to the court under this Act (Children Act 1989) in the proceedings in question.
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