Gloucestershire Children’s Social Care: 

One Minute Guide: Private Fostering


What is Private Fostering?
Private fostering refers to situations where a child under the age of 16 (or under 18 if disabled) lives with an adult who is not a close relative, for a period of 28 consecutive days or longer. This could include staying with a family friend, distant relative such as a cousin or great aunt, or another adult known to the child. Close relatives are defined as grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, or stepparents through marriage.
Unlike formal fostering arrangements—where children are cared for by foster carers approved by the local authority or kinship care—private fostering is arranged privately between the parent and the carer, with the parent retaining parental responsibility.

Notifications to the Local Authority
Where a child is planning to live with private foster carers, the local authority must be notified in writing at least 6 weeks before an arrangement begins.  If the arrangement is already in place, the local authority must be notified at once.  If the arrangement is made in an emergency and is intended to last more than 28 days, this information should be provided within 48 hours of the child moving in with the carer.  It is an offence not to tell the local authority about a private fostering arrangement.
The person making the notification should complete the Private Fostering notification form (PF Notification.doc) and send to pfostering@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
If a child with a Child in Need (CIN) or Child Protection (CP) Plan enters into a private fostering arrangement, the allocated children’s social care team must continue their involvement. Responsibility for managing and reviewing the CIN or CP Plan remains with the designated Children and Families Team—the child is not transferred to the Kinship Support Team.

Initial Visit and assessment of Private Foster Carers
An initial visit should take place to the private foster carers within 7 days of the notification being received by a social worker within the Kinship Support Team.
The social worker will carry out an assessment of the suitability of the arrangements for the child.  The social worker undertaking the assessment must arrange for statutory checks in regard to the private foster carer, all members of the household and any frequent visitors over the age of 16 which includes a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) and Children's Services records (including for the areas of any previous addresses). The social worker should also seek at least 2 written references and arrange to visit and interview the personal referees.
The assessment will consider the following:
· The suitability of the private foster carer and all members of the household;
· The suitability of the accommodation.
The assessment of the private foster carers should be presented to the Designated Manager for a decision within no more than 42 days of the Private Fostering notification being received.  Written notice of the decision must then be sent to the private foster carer and the parents, including any requirements, exemptions or prohibitions impose.
If, at any stage of the assessment, information is obtained which suggests that a child already living with the private foster carer may be a child in need or safeguarding concerns arise, a referral may be made into the Children’s Helpdesk and reviewed in accordance with normal referral processes.
In the event of a refusal of any person to cooperate with the making of the necessary checks, the social worker should advise the private foster carers that they cannot be recommended as suitable and advise the parents of the reason why alternative arrangements will have to be made for the child. Any action required by the local authority to secure the child's safety should be considered and legal advice sought as necessary.

Visits to the Private Foster Carers Home 
Visits by a social worker must be made to the child and the private foster carer at the foster home within one week of the child moving in, or the date when notification was received if later, and then visits will be made every six weeks in the first year by a social worker.  In subsequent years, visits must be at least three monthly.
The need to visit more frequently will be decided by the social worker and their manager depending on the circumstances and the need to visit unannounced and/or to choose times when all members of the household are likely to be present should also be considered.
The child must be seen alone by the social worker on each visit unless this is not appropriate having regard to the young age of the child or if the child does not wish to see the social worker alone. The child's bedroom should be seen on some visits.

The suitability of the private foster carer should be reviewed annually by the social worker and reported to the Designated Manager. 

Financial Support for Private Foster Carers
Private foster carers do not receive financial support from the local authority. However, they may be eligible to claim child-related benefits. The individuals who hold parental responsibility retain full financial responsibility for the care and upbringing of the child who is being privately fostered.

After the Private Fostering Arrangement Ends
Parents have a duty to notify the local authority if a private fostering arrangement ends including the name and address of the person where the child has moved.  The Social worker has a duty to ascertain the name and address of the person now caring for the child and their relationship with the child.
Unless a young person has a disability, private fostering ends when the child turns 16 years old. Children's Services will review the child's circumstances and future plans as they approach 16. Where a child remains with the private foster carers after the age of 16, and requires continuing support, they should be assisted as a Child In Need. 
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