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Foster carers receive a fee and a maintenance allowance for each child in
their care. The level of fee is dependent upon the skills of the carer and the
maintenance allowance is paid according to the age of the child.

Movement between skill levels (progression) is dependent upon the skill levels of the
carers. For more information please visit: www.fostersandwell.co.uk

Carer Fee Payments (For each child)

Skill Level Weekly Amount Equivalent Per Year

1
2
3
4
5

Specialist Fostering

Maintenance Allowances (For each child)

Age of Child Weekly Amount

0-4

£133.96
£160.76
£214.33
£261.23
£314.81
£669.79

£181.63

£6,965.92
£8,359.52
£11,145.16
£13,583.96
£16,370.12
£34,829.08

Equivalent Per Year

£9,444.76

5-10

£206.90

£10,758.80

11-15

£257.57

£13,393.64

16+

£313.26

£16,289.52

Fees and allowances are paid fortnightly. Carers are treated as self-employed and are
advised to seek the advice of an accountant.
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Foster Talk also have some great
resources and advice for foster carers.


https://fostersandwell.co.uk/
https://fostertalk.org/tax-national-insurance-and-benefits-for-foster-carers/
https://fostertalk.org/tax-national-insurance-and-benefits-for-foster-carers/

Additional Allowances

Carers are also entitled to the following payments

Age of Child Initial Clothing Holiday Grant Birthday / Festival

£155.83

5-10 £175.78

11-15 £197.79

16+ £219.39
Purchasing Equipment

£283.31
£354.14
£354.14
£354.14

£106.23
£141.66
£177.06
£212.49

Sandwell Children’s Trust supports foster carers in ensuring they have safe and appropriate

equipment for children in their care.

Car seat
Stairgate
Buggy/double buggy

£70.00
£30.00

£116.16 / £189.00

Bed and mattress

£189.00

Drawers

£99.00

Cot & mattress

£108.33

Bedding bale

£39.57

Wardrobe

£179.00




Pocket Money and Savings

Carers are required to make savings for each child in their care. £5.00 weekly is to be saved
for each child up until the age of 16, when the expectation is £10.00 weekly. The weekly
sum comes from the carers’ maintenance allowance.

Extra money (e.g. gifts at birthdays or from families) can be paid into the savings account.
Children are also entitled to receive pocket money commensurate with their age.

Sandwell Children’s Trust has the following expectations.

0-4 £6.68
5-10 £11.08
11-15 £17.23

16+ £29.04

For latest news, fees and benefits please visit www.fostersandwell.co.uk
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