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Statement of ………………………



Filed on behalf of City of Bradford 
Metropolitan District Council pursuant to 
r.22 Family Procedure Rules 2010


Dated  …………………………. 

CASE NO: ……………………..



IN THE 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..(Court)

IN THE MATTER OF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989

AND IN THE MATTER OF: 

…………………………………….(Children’s names) The Children
BETWEEN:


CITY OF BRADFORD METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COUNCIL
Applicant

-and-


…………..(parent one)
First Respondent
-and-

…………..(parent two)
Second Respondent
-and-

THE CHILDREN

(through their children’s guardian) 
Third and Fourth
Respondents
___________________

S T A T E M E N T

___________________

STATEMENT OF:


………………………..

OCCUPATION:
SOCIAL WORKER


___________________________________________________________________

I hereby declare that this Statement (consisting of ………page(s)) signed by me is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I understand that it may be placed before the Court in these proceedings.
1. I am …………………..and I am the Social Worker employed by the Local Authority and based at  ………………………. .  (list qualifications etc)
2. I file this statement from Children and Young People’s Services records in my possession and from my own personal knowledge and in support of the Local Authority’s final care plan which recommends………………………..
3. Case Details
3.1. Significant events since the initial statement
3.2. I respectfully refer the court to the case chronology and the social worker statements previously filed for details of the background to this case.
Under this heading update the Court with what has happened since the previous Statement was filed at Court. Usually this will have been the Initial SWET Statement filed at the time that legal proceedings were issued. Do not repeat the full case history.
Include: 

What assessments have been undertaken:  including Parenting Assessments, Friends and Family Fostering Assessments, any expert assessments, sibling assessments. Do not go into detail, as the Assessment Reports will be filed separately, but comment on whether parents have engaged with the assessment process and what the outcome of the assessments have been, that is whether they recommend that the children can return to parents care/do sibling assessments conclude whether the children should be placed together or separately etc. 

Any significant changes in parents’ circumstances. For example, has their relationship status changed? Have they continued in a relationship together/ separated/ entered into any new relationship/ any changes to their housing situation/ changes in drug/ alcohol use. 

Any change in the children’s circumstances? Are they in the same placements as they were at the outset of the proceedings? Have they moved, and if so why? Were these planned moves, or unplanned due to unforeseen circumstances? Any assessments of the children’s needs and outcome – have any additional needs been identified that impact on the care plan? 

Any other significant information/ changes: Examples could be, DNA testing has confirmed paternity for any of the children; if the whereabouts of other parents/ family members have been ascertained, or whether attempts to contact them have been unsuccessful. 

3.3. Threshold
3.4. I respectfully refer to the threshold document before the Court. 
4. Analysis of risk and protective factors 
This is easier if you write under two separate headings, one for risk factors and one for protective factors. Plan in advance what you are going to write under each heading, otherwise you are likely to find yourself repeating the same information in this heading under the Parenting Capacity section. 

This section wants you to identify factors which increase the risks, mitigate against any risks, or make the risks more or less manageable. 

Examples of things that can increase/decrease the risks:

The age of the child; any additional needs of the child; circumstances which make the child more or less visible to services for example are they school age? Are they frequently missing? The ability and willingness of the child to speak out if s/he has any concerns; any pressure the child feels under not to report any worries? Do they have trusting relationships with any family/ professionals who they keep in touch with? Presence or absence of other protective factors – for example, other family members who are able to support parents/ the children.

Factors which make risk more or less manageable are things such as: 

Parents’ and /or child’s willingness to work openly and honestly. Parents’ and /or child’s willingness to access and use support. If parents’ behaviour is unpredictable, it makes risk less manageable. Risk of imminent harm, for example due to non-accidental injury/ loss of temper is less manageable than risk of neglect which can be detected and support provided before there is a significant impact on the child. 

5. Child impact analysis
What has been/could be the impact on the child of the parenting they have received so far; and what is the impact of the Care Plan on the child?  
It can be helpful to divide this Section under 3 sub headings.
1. The child’s wishes and feelings

2. What has been the impact of the parenting the child(ren) have received?
3. What is the likely impact of the children of the Care Plan.
Child’s wishes and feelings. 

The Child’s wishes and feelings are also in a section in the Care Plan, so can copy and paste, or summarise and refer to the Care Plan for more detail.
Remember to comment on non-verbal communication, and what we might interpret from a child’s behaviour as well as the wishes the child expresses verbally. 
Be analytical, comment for example whether there is consistency in what the child says and what we see from their behaviour/ interaction. If they say one thing, but their behaviour says another – why is this and what are the implications? Which do we think is the most reliable and why? 

What has been the impact of the parenting the child(ren) have received?
Think about the immediate, short term and long term impact. 

For example, if a child has lived in an environment where there has been domestic abuse, at the time they will have experienced fear, anxiety, and potentially physical harm if they were caught in the crossfire. However, we also know that living in that environment can have a long term impact on an individual’s emotional welfare, affecting their resilience and ability to form trusting relationships in the future. The domestic abuse relationship can also set a “template” for a child’s future relationships. 
If the child has suffered due to neglectful parenting, be specific about the specific impact on this child. Neglect takes many different forms and the impact will be very different for different children. For example, if the neglect has taken the form of poor school attendance – has it been at a level which will impact on future development? Has it impacted on a child’s ability to make friends?  Is it believed that the child will “catch up” or is the impact likely to be long term? 

If medical appointments have been missed, what has been for the impact? For a healthy child, there might be minimal impact. If the child has needed an operation and this has been delayed due to non attendance at an appointment, this could for example impact on the child’s mobility on a long term basis.

If a child has been to school smelly and dirty – have they been teased at school? If yes, highlight the emotional impact. If home conditions have been unhygienic, has this been to the degree that the child has been ill a lot? Missed more school? 
Physical harm – the impact of this can be very different depending on the circumstances. For example, if a child has sustained a non –accidental injury, this may have been extremely painful at the time/ for a period of time afterwards. Has the injury healed with no lasting impact or is the impact longer term? There may be a long term physical impact due to scaring/ causing a disability. 

Consider the emotional impact of physical harm as well as the physical pain – the fear, the impact of living in fear of further injury. In many cases, the long term impact of physical harm is more emotional than physical.
Think about broader issues – lack of supervision and/ or inconsistent boundaries may have impacted on a child’s behaviour; lack of supervision may have led to accidents and physical harm, or for older children being in unsafe situations; lack of stability caused by frequent house moves; numerous parental relationships; inconsistent parenting; unreliable contact. 
Impact of the plan
What has been/ will be the impact of the plan?  If the child has been placed separately from parents and siblings while proceedings have been on going, what has been the impact?

If the Final Care Plan involves a change / further change of carer, comment on the impact of this.  If for example, if the child is returning home or moving to a familiar family member, then the disruption may be less than moving to another stranger placement. This would be the case for a child who had a well established relationship with parent; however, for a baby who had been placed with foster carers since birth, a return to birth parents will be more disruptive. Comment on how the disruption/ short term distress will be mitigated/ managed. For example, if contact has been reliable and positive/ introductions/ transitions will be carefully planned. 
6. Analysis of parenting capability
In most cases you will have completed a parenting assessment and filed a separate Parenting Assessment Report. It is not necessary to repeat all of the information here. Provide a very brief summary, and then analysis of the outcome.
Provide a brief summary, highlighting the main strengths and vulnerabilities. For example, you might have identified that parents are able to meet the children’s basic care needs, but the risk factors continue to be the risks associated with the domestic abuse in the parental relationship. 

Identify whether or not parents have made any positive changes during the assessment period. What has helped to bring about these changes? Are the changes enough to recommend that the children should return to parents’ care? Are the changes likely to be sustainable, and based on what evidence? 

What further support would need to be in place and what is the likelihood of parents’ accepting this support? 

7. Analysis of wider family and friends capability

State whether parents identified any family members to be assessed to care for the children. If no family members have been put forward/ assessed, what attempts have we made to contact family? 
State which assessments were undertaken and what the outcome was. Viability Assessments and full assessments will have been filed as separate reports to the Court. It is therefore not necessary to repeat the information and provide a lot of detail. 

Just give a brief summary, for example: 
A Viability Assessment of the children’s maternal Grandparents, Mr and Mrs X was undertaken. This concluded that Mr and Mrs X would not be able to meet the long term needs of the children due to their own health needs and the fact that there was a recent history of domestic abuse within their relationship. 
OR

Following a positive viability assessment, a full Friends and Family assessment of Mr and Mrs X has been completed by the Fostering Team. This assessment identified that the couple were very committed to the children and are able to protect the children from the on going risks presented by their parents. The Assessment identified that Mr and Mrs would be able to meet the long term needs of the children. On (DATE) the Fostering Panel approved Mr and Mrs X as Foster carers for the children. 

Where no assessments of family members have taken place, say why not. For example, they have not wanted to be assessed, or no contact details are available. 

8. Analysis of realistic options available to the court for final determination
8.1. Please refer to the attached Balance Sheet which sets out the options in relation to ………… [child]’s future placement. 
8.2. In formulating the Care Plan, I have also considered the Welfare Checklist as follows:
If you have completed a separate Balance Sheet, there is no need to repeat it here. Simply refer to the Balance Sheet. The Permanence Policy contains useful rationale to use in the Balance Sheet, but remember to make your balance sheet specific to the individual child. 

Most (all?) of the information asked for under the Welfare Checklist Headings, is included elsewhere within your final evidence so keep it brief here and cross reference to keep repetition to a minimum.
a)
Ascertain the child’s wishes and feelings give very brief overview of child’s wishes and cross reference to the Child Impact Analysis Section of the SWET, and to the relevant section in the Care Plan. 
b)
The child’s physical, educational and emotional needs Draw attention to any additional needs, and cross reference to Section 2 of the Care Plan. 
c)
The likely effect on the child of any changes in the child’s circumstances Briefly say whether there will be a significant positive/ negative impact and cross reference to the Child Impact Analysis at section 5.
d)
Age, sex, background and any other characteristics of the children that the Court considers relevant Give brief details.
e)
Any harm that the child has suffered or is at risk of suffering A simple statement outlining the nature of the risk /harm. This is covered in detail elsewhere.
f)
How capable are each of the parents, and any other person whom the Court considers relevant, of meeting the children’s needs Cross reference to separate Parenting Assessment Reports and Section 6 of this Statement.
g)
the range of powers available to the court under this Act in the proceedings in question Outline the relevant options – No Order/ Care Order/ Supervision Order/ Special Guardianship Order.
9. The range of views of parties and significant others
Briefly give the views of parents, other family members, other agencies, IRO. 

Give the date that the CLA Review ratified the Care Plan. 

If the Care Plan is Adoption, give the date that the plan was agreed by the Agency Decision Maker. 

If Family and Friends assessments have been approved by Fostering Panel, say so and give the date. Or give the date when the case will be considered by the panel if this has not taken place yet. (this should only be in exceptional circumstances.) 

10. Conclusion
Pull everything together. State the overall Care Plan, and refer to the Final Care Plan filed separately. State which Order the Local Authority is applying for. Why it is the most appropriate order in this case and whether making an order will be better for the child(ren) than not doing so. 
Examples of reasons for applying for different orders, under different circumstances are given below, to assist: 
Care Order
If recommending a Care Order, be clear about why it is that the Local Authority needs to share parental responsibility. If the Care Plan is for Long term fostering then this is obvious, as the Local authority needs to be able to make decisions about where the child should live. 

However if the plan is for the children to remain, or be returned to parents care – consider whether a Care Order is really necessary? We should not have a Care Order in order to “monitor” the placement. Nor do we need to share parental responsibility, and for the children to be “Looked After” in order for us to provide support to the family. This can be done under the auspices of a Supervision Order, or no Order. If a Care Order really is necessary, then be specific about why. For example, there is further assessment that needs to be done which has not been possible during the legal proceedings so far. Examples are where the assessment to date has identified positive changes, but where there is still an element of risk which would warrant us removing the child if necessary. For example, this would be more common where previous children have been permanently removed from parents’ care. 
If the Care Plan is for a placement of the child with family under fostering regulations, explain why the child is being placed subject to a Care Order, rather than a Special Guardianship Order. Often this will be because the placement is largely untested. However sometimes there are other reasons. For example, a difficult relationship between the carer and the parents may mean that the carer wants the Local Authority to retain Parental responsibility in the first instance, in order to avoid conflict between the carer and the parents.

Placement Order

Refer to the balance sheet as to why a plan of Adoption is considered to be in the child’s best interests. State that a Placement Order is required to allow the Local Authority to progress Adoption planning for the child.
Supervision Order
If the Local authority is applying for a Supervision order, explain why we have concluded that a Supervision Order is required. We can provide the same level of support under a Child in Need plan, with a greater degree of flexibility, so think about why we want a Supervision Order. 
In reality, we often apply for a Supervision Order when no Order would suffice, in order to reassure the Court that we will continue to support the family once the legal proceedings are concluded. 

A Supervision Order provides a statutory basis for us continuing to support a family, and so we cannot close a case while there is a Supervision Order is in force. It may be that we require a supervision order, as the family are unlikely to accept a support on a purely voluntary basis. Consider whether a 12 month or 6 month supervision order is needed. A 12 month order, could commit the Local authority to having to remain involved longer than is necessary. Consider asking for a 6 month Supervision Order, but offering a reassurance that the Local authority would continue to work with the family on a voluntary basis beyond the 6 month period, if there was still an identified support need. 
Special Guardianship Order
If applying for this order at the conclusion of the Care Proceedings, explain why the Local Authority are confident that the Special Guardians are able to care for the child without the Local Authority retaining parental responsibility. 
Factors that are likely to contribute to this Order being the most appropriate are: that the child has been in the placement for a number of months and this has gone well; the Special Guardians do not want the children to be Looked After, and are motivated to care for the children and be in a position to make decisions in their best interests; they are confident in working with parents; the parents are supportive of the placement and happy to work with the Special Guardians.

Child Arrangement Order
If the Local Authority is recommending that a child returns to one parents’ care, and would be a risk to the children if the other parents removed the children from the resident parent, the Local Authority could suggest that the Court may wish to consider making a Child Arrangement Order in favour of the resident parent.

Signed…………………………………………..Dated………………………………

(name and position)

Approved by………………………………….. Dated……………………………….
(Team manager’s name and position)
FINAL SOCIAL WORK STATEMENT TEMPLATE

