
EXPLAINING CHILD
AND FAMILY 
ASSESSMENTS



When the Social Worker finishes 
the assessment they will share it 
with you so that you can read it and 
make your own comments about the 
information they have gathered. If the 
Social Worker thinks you need further 
support, they may recommend that 
you and your children should have a 
Social Worker for a longer period of 
time.

In most cases, a Social Worker will 

visit you and discuss the concerns or 

allegations that have been made. If 

they are old enough, the Social Worker 

will speak to your child or children to 

get their view of what’s happened and 

what family life is like. They will speak 

to other people who are involved with 

your children and family. This could 

include other family members, your 

children’s school, health workers or 

support services. To do this the Social 

Worker will normally ask your consent 

to speak with them. There may be 

occasions when we do not need your 

consent to speak with them. This 

might happen if your children appear 

to be at risk of harm but we will explain 

clearly if we think this is the case.

As part of your assessment you may 

be required to share information about 

any disabilities, your family life or 

family history. You may also be asked 

to share practical things such as your 

household income.

We are giving you this leaflet to explain the Child and
Family Assessments, we will tell you why we want 
to do an assessment and what we think will be the 
benefits for you and your family.

If you or someone

acting on your 

behalf thinks you

and your family need

extra support to make

life better for you all, they

may make a request to

Childrens Social Care for

an assessment.

Sometimes a request is made by you, 

someone in your family or someone 

else who is worried about your child 

or family’s safety. This could be a 

friend, teacher, doctor, health visitor 

or someone in the neighbourhood. 

This is nothing to be worried about, 

an assessment is needed because 

you or someone else feels that you 

need some more help or that you are 

struggling with family life.

WHY IS AN ASSESSMENT 
NEEDED?

WHAT HAPPENS DURING 
THE ASSESSMENT?

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER 
THE ASSESSMENT?

We aim to finish the assessment in 10 working days. Sometimes we might need more time to complete an assessment e.g. if a family experiences issues that are very complicated or if we are waiting forinformation to be returnedfrom other professionals.Even in these cases,the assessment
should be completedwithin 45 working days.

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE?

THIS IS NOTHING
TO BE WORRIED ABOUT,

AN ASSESSMENT
IS NEEDED BECAUSE 
YOU OR SOMEONE 

ELSE FEELS THAT YOU 
NEED SOME MORE 

HELP OR THAT YOU ARE 
STRUGGLING

WITH FAMILY LIFE.

The assessment will
help us understand
what is happening
for you and your
family. This will
help the Social
Worker to make
sure that you are
offered the support you
all need. If the assessment identifies 
any risks to your child, we will work 
with you to see how these risks can
be reduced.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF 
AN ASSESSMENT?



Bradford Children’s Services
Margaret McMillan Tower, Princes Way, Bradford BD1 1NN

I acknowledge receipt of the leaflet ‘explaining child and family assessments’
and I understand the contents and agree the following:

Child’s name:

Parent’s name:

Signed:

Date:

l do/I do not* give consent to the process and sharing
of information considered relevant to this assessment.
* Please delete as appropriate

DATA PROTECTION ACT 2018 STATEMENT
In signing this you are agreeing to Bradford Council Social
Services collecting and holding information about you and
your family for the purpose of providing social care.
This information may be shared with areas within Bradford
Metropolitan district alongside other relevant organisations
such as the NHS and school. However, only where appropriate
and where it is legal to do so. Your information may be
collated and monitored to ensure you receive the right
support and services. Should you chose not to consent
to sign this form, please note that we may be legally
required to process and share information in this form without
your agreement. This will only be if we think that your child is
at immediate risk of harm. If you would like more information,
please speak with your allocated Social Worker.

This leaflet is available in other formats such as large
print or braille. For more information call 01274 435600.


