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Dear 

Re: References for 
Northamptonshire Children’s Trust has been informed by the above named person that they wish to privately foster. Private fostering is when a child or young person under the age of 16 (18 if they have disabilities), is cared for by someone other than a close relative. Northamptonshire Children’s Trust does not make private fostering arrangements nor do we officially approve such arrangements. However, as the Local Authority, we have a specific legal duty to safeguard the welfare of children and young people who are privately fostered, and could prohibit or place restrictions on such an arrangement if sufficiently concerned.

(carer name) has given your name as a referee. It would be most helpful to have your opinion on her suitability to care for a child. In particular, we would like you to comment on the following:

· How long you have known each other.

· The stability and happiness of their marriage/relationship (if applicable)

· The way in which they bring up their own children (if applicable)

· Their ability to cope with problems and stress

· How they get on with other people’s children

· Any factors which might concern you if a child was placed.

An s.a.e is enclosed for you to send your written comments. A member of Children’s Services may also wish to visit you to discuss these matters in more detail.

Northamptonshire Children and Young People’s Service operates an open access policy to the information we hold on our clients. Information which you give us will be accessible to the applicants upon request unless you state otherwise. Please indicate if you wish the information to remain confidential.

Thank you very much for help in this matter.

Regards

Please ask for:	


Tel:		


Our ref:		


Your ref:		


Date: 		
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