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1. Photograph of the children

2. The child INFO  Comments  \* MERGEFORMAT ren who are subject to the assessment (core children)

	Name
	Gender
	Date of Birth
	Child's current placement status
	Child's current legal status

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


3. Family Composition

3.1 Siblings or significant other children living elsewhere
Include any other child sharing at least one parent (e.g. full or half siblings including those previously removed or placed for adoption) and/or children who have lived together for a significant period (e.g. cousins,adoptive siblings)


	Names
	Gender
	Date of Birth
	Child's current placement status
	Child's current legal status

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


3.2 Parents and other significant persons
	Name
	Relationship
	PR
(Y/N)
	Date of Birth
	Address

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


4. Purpose of assessment 

To decide:

· Whether it is in the best interests of each child and whether they should be placed together or separately.
· The impact on each child of that decision to inform care planning.
· Future sibling contact.
5. Background History
The background to the proceedings/intervention is set out in the social work evidence statement, chronology and genogram.  I refer the reader to those documents.  
Add names of the children are currently living with name carers and are spending time with name parents / significant adults. The children were removed on add date following provide a brief overview of the incident. 

Since this time the children have been living together or not living together because add reason. 
6. Profile and needs of each child 
	Profile for: Name of Child 1

	Physical description, character, self-esteem, development, behaviour etc.

Does the child have additional needs due to health, past neglect, past abuse etc?

How does the child view their world?

Do they behave/react differently in different settings?

Make full use of any carer diary, expert reports, medical assessments, views from education etc., as well as your own knowledge as this will help evidence any progress/changes over time

Current Family Time Arrangements
Set out the arrangements for family time



	Profile for: Name of Child 2 

	Physical description, character, self-esteem, development, behaviour etc.

Does the child have additional needs due to health, past neglect, past abuse etc?

How does the child view their world?

Do they behave/react differently in different settings?

Make full use of any carer diary, expert reports, medical assessments, views from education etc., as well as your own knowledge as this will help evidence any progress/changes over time.

Current Family Time Arrangements
Set out the arrangements for family time


	Profile for: name of Child 3 - 

	Physical description, character, self-esteem, development, behaviour etc.

Does the child have additional needs due to health, past neglect, past abuse etc?

How does the child view their world?

Do they behave/react differently in different settings?

Make full use of any carer diary, expert reports, medical assessments, views from education etc., as well as your own knowledge as this will help evidence any progress/changes over time.

Current Family Time Arrangements
Set out the arrangements for family time




7. Information gathered regarding sibling relationships

Taking into consideration each child, carry out consultations with the children’s carers, (current carer, previous carer, respite carer and parents) as well as health, school, nursery and family time supervisors, based on their knowledge of the children’s relationships with one another. The following are tools to be used:

· S1 Sibling relationship checklist   

· S2 School- observations of child (this can be sent to the school to complete)

· S3 Pre- School observations of child (this can be sent to the school to complete)

· S4 Health Visitor (this can be sent to the HV to complete)

· S5 Exploring roles and differential treatment of children (this needs to be a face to face conversation with parents using the questions as guidance only)

· S6 Parents and relative’s views about the children and their sibling relationships (this needs to be a face to face conversation with parents using the questions as guidance only)

· S7 Activities for undertaking sibling assessments (some ideas for direct work with the children)

Summarise the information gathered. 

8. Direct observations of the children and their interactions within educational setting, foster placement and with parents 

The observations should be of all the children together or combinations of siblings and observations of them with other children who are not their siblings. The following are tools to be used:

· S8 Interactions during family contact with parents and siblings (the contact supervisor may assist with this but if this is not possible the child’s social worker should observe a session)

· S9 Contact between separated siblings (This can be given to the foster carer to complete in their own time or with the SW)

· S10 Initial overview of each child (This can be given to the foster carer to complete in their own time or with the SW)

· S11 Observations of sibling relationships. Positive and Negative aspects (This can be given to the foster carer to complete in their own time or with the SW)

· S12 Identifying difficult patterns of behaviour and aggression aspects (This can be given to the foster carer to complete in their own time or with the SW)

Summarise the observations 

9. Interviews with foster carers 

Summarise interviews carried out with the foster carers about all the children being assessed.

10. Conversations with any previous social workers 

Summarise conversations with previous social workers. This may not be possible but efforts should be made to talk to social worker(s) who have worked with the children in the past
11. Interviews with the children and their views and of their relationships

Direct Work to explore experiences, views, wishes and feelings

12. Analysis
Include circumstances under which there are strong reasons for separating siblings such as complicit Sexual Abuse, Toxic Sibling Relationships, Structural Favourites, Extreme diversity of needs & Significantly disordered attachment, Reciprocity, Repair and Restitution, Attunement, Identity
Read background information e.g. case recordings, chronologies, photographs, reports, developmental history etc. Consider key events and timing in relation to the developmental stage of the child at that time and the impact this may have had in respect of current functioning and future development.
Gain a good insight into the lived experience of the child. What did it mean to be a child growing up in that birth family environment? Too often words like abuse, neglect etc. are used. The assessor needs to try to capture the actual lived experience.

· What Guidance/Research have you considered? 
· Identify the themes that emerge from the use of the checklists and all the other information gathered during the assessment process.
· Evidence based
· Warmth – attachment – nurture – resilience – 
· Are there some difficulties but direct work can be done to overcome these? If so set out the work programme to enable the siblings to stay together
· Too many negative influences – existence of exceptional circumstances indicating the need for separate placement 
· Impact on each child and care planning requirements flowing from this, i.e. the  extent of harm either child might or would suffer on separation, whether this would be short term or long term, what the consequences of this harm might be for each child, all of which is separate to any contact arrangements. Consider also the impact for example on a younger child if your assessment stipulates that they should not be separated from their sibling, you will need to weigh this up with their overriding need for a secure parent/carer attachment with their permanent new carers
· If separated what are the family time arrangements?
· Can the siblings’ combined needs be met by one family in the
short-term? What impact will temporary separation have on each child and
their relationship? What future work is needed?
	Placement Option
	Benefits
	Disadvantages

	
	
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


13. Conclusion and Recommendations 

· Who should be with whom where the siblings are separated – consider level of need – relationships – wishes - closeness in age  -  placing children close in age alternately to reduce rivalry.
· Where the recommendation is separation what will be the future family time arrangements be?
· What are the information arrangements for carers where children are to be separated?
· Does Life Story work need to be completed to understand their history, journey and the decisions made?
Does work need to be undertaken to enhance the sibling relationships? Details of any support work or therapeutic work including future recommendations

· What work is needed as part of a family support package on the relationships between the brother or sisters as well as between parents and the children? Do all the children need to be removed? If not, have clear rationale between different care plans and decisions?
· What is the length of time in searching for a placement together? Has the matching meeting been held if to remain in the same placement together?
· If the decision is to separate, then need to explore when this will occur?
· Can children be reunified and if yes how? Is this appropriate? 
· Be clear about decisions around separation or keeping brothers and sisters together.

Signed:
Name:
Date: 
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